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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election with traverse of Species E in the reply filed on 27 December 
2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that a prima facie case 
supporting restriction has not been set forth and that the restriction requirement is 
internally flawed and suspect. This is not found persuasive because the species 
requirement has been changed according to a telephone conversation with William 
Pegg on 20 February 2007: Spoc i os A: F i gure 1 3 . Species B: Figure 4a-4c. 
Species C: Figure 5a-5c. Sp e ci e s D: Figur e 4a - 4c . Species E: Figure 6-8. Species 
F: Figure 9. Regarding the prima facie case supporting restriction, according to the 
cited MPEP section (808.02(C)), a burden is set forth when the Examiner must 
"[employ] different search queries". Therefore, the original prima facie case supporting 
restriction stands. 

Further, regarding the assertion that the restriction requirement is internally 
flawed and suspect, Species A and D have been withdrawn from the restriction 
requirement so that the requirement is now valid. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 
I. Claims 1-16 and 25-31, drawn to a coin processing device, classified in 
class 453, subclass 13. 
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II. Claim 32, drawn to a method for manufacturing a coin processing device 

« 

based on the needs of a customer, classified in class 194, subclass 350. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as process of making and product made. The 
inventions are distinct if either or both of the following can be shown: (1 ) that the 
process as claimed can be used to make another and materially different product or (2) 
that the product as claimed can be made by another and materially different process 
(MPEP § 806.05(f)). In the instant case the product as claimed can be made by a 
materially different process such as manufacturing the device by using knowledge 
obtained by a journal. 

Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if restriction is not required 
because the inventions have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their 
different classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

During a telephone conversation with William Pegg on 20 February 2007 a 
provisional election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of I, claims 1- 
16 and 25-31 (because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the 
supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an 
election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a))). Affirmation of this election must be 
made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claim 32 is withdrawn from further 
consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1 .142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected 
invention. 
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Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Claim Objections 

Multiple claims are objected to because of the following informalities: the terms 
"coin" and "receptacle(s)", when they are used together as a compound adjective 
sometimes have a dash between them, as in Claim 25 and sometimes do not as in 
Claim 1. They should be drawn consistently. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 , 5, 12, 27, and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In Claim 1 , the limitation "disk-type" with the term "type" renders the claim 
indefinite. Ex carte Cocenhaver, 109 USPQ 118 (Ed. App. 1955). 
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Claim 1 recites the limitation "lower surface" in line 6. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It is unclear what structure is being 
limited. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "movement" in line 8. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "coin processing device" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 12 recites the limitation "exits" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. It is unclear to what the term "exits" refers. Is the 
term referring to the "exit channels" of Claim 8? 

Claim 27 recites the limitation "group" in line 5. There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 29 recites the limitation " telescoping handle " in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The last four-word phrase of 
the Claim is an extraneous repeat of the previous phrase since the "telescoping handle" 
is already recited. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-9, 14-16, and 25-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Hino, et al. (US 2002/0162724) ("Hino"). 

Claim 1: housing (See FIG. 2, 110); disk-type coin sorter (S); input hopper (112); 
rotatable disk (2); stationary head (1); lower surface ([0137]); shaped regions (10); exit 
.channels (8a to 8c); coin receptacle station (120); coin receptacles (124a to 124j); first 
position (FIG. 2); second position (FIG. 4); manifold (location of 152); coin paths (152); 

Claim 2: casters (122b); 

Claim 4: dampening mechanism (See FIG. 4 below, C and 122a); coin receptacle 
station (120); first end (See FIG. 4 below, C); housing (110); second end (See FIG. 4 
below, Back Side (opposite Front Side) of 122a); 

Claim 5: housing (See FIG. 2, 110); coin processing device (inside 110); coin 
processing unit (S); coin receptacles (124a to 124j); coin receptacle station (120); 
moveable platforms (122); first position (FIG. 2); second position (FIG. 4); 

Claim 7: coin processing unit (S); disk-type coin sorter (S); exit channels (8a to 

8c); 

Claim 8: manifold (location of 152); coin paths (152); exit channels (8a to 8c); 
coin receptacles (124a to 124j); 

Claim 9: coin receptacles (124a to 124j); coin bins (124a to 124j); 

Claim 14: housing (See FIG. 2, 110); door (122a); open position (FIG. 4); closed 
position (FIG. 2); moveable platform (122); 
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Claim 15: door (122a); rear side (See FIG. 4 below, D); housing (See FIG. 2, 

110); 

Claim 16: door (122a); front side (See FIG. 4 below, D; Note: the location of D 
can be defined as the rear or front side); housing (See FIG. 2, 110); 

Claim 25: receiving a plurality of coins of a plurality of denominations to be sorted 
(112; paragraph [0135]); 

sorting the plurality of coins according to denomination with the coin sorting unit 
(S; paragraph [0130]); 

directing (10) sorted coins to the plurality of coin receptacles (124a to 124j), each 
coin receptacle containing coins of a single denomination (paragraphs [0131] to [0134]); 

moving (122) one of the coin-receptacle platforms from the first position (FIG. 2) 
to the second position (FIG. 4) for accessing the coin receptacles (paragraph [0136]); 

Claim 26: opening a door (122a) of the housing prior to moving the one of the 
coin-receptacle platforms from the first position the second position (paragraph [0136]); 

Claim 27: housing (See FIG. 2, 110); coin processing device (inside 110); coin 
sorting unit (S); coin receptacle area (area taken by 120); coin receptacle station (120); 
coin receptacles (124a to 124j); moveable platforms (122); first position (FIG. 2); second 
position (FIG. 5); moveable coin bin (the enclosed space of 124a to 124j); interior (the 
enclosed space of 124a to 124j); 

Claim 28: moveable coin bin (the enclosed space of 124a to 124j); wheels 
(122b). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 3, 10, 12-13, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hino in view of Jones, et al. (US 6,318,537) ("Jones"). Hino teaches 
all the limitations of the claims as discussed above. Hino does not directly show coin 
bags or coin bag holders. 

Jones shows a similar device having a coin bags (52) and coin bag holders (58) 
for the purpose of holding the sorted coins of a specific denomination (column 2, lines 
25-28). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention to modify Hino as taught by Jones and include Jones' similar 
device having a coin bags and coin bag holders for the purpose of holding the sorted 
coins of a specific denomination: 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hino in 
view of Muellner (US 4,450,968). Hino teaches all the limitations of the claims as 
discussed above. Hino does not directly show a track. 

Muellner shows a similar device having a track (24) for the purpose of receiving 
and capturing the casters (column 2, lines 57-66). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to modify 
Hino as taught by Muellner and include Muellner's similar device having a track for the 
purpose of receiving and capturing the casters. 
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Claims 11 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hino in view of Jones. Hino teaches all the limitations of the claims as discussed 
above. Hino does not directly show a coin bag partition. 

Jones shows a similar device having a coin bag partition (44) for the purpose of 
sorting coins of various denominations (column 2, lines 25-28). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention to 
modify Hino as taught by Jones and include Jones' similar device having a coin bag 
partition for the purpose of sorting coins of various denominations. 

Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hino in 
view of Alexander, et al. (US 2002/0134645) ("Alexander"). Hino teaches all the 
limitations of the claims as discussed above. Hino does not directly show a telescoping 
handle. 

Alexander shows a similar device having a telescoping handle (213) for the 
purpose of allowing for more comfortable operation of the device (paragraph [0031]). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention to modify Hino as taught by Alexander and include Alexander's 
similar device having a telescoping handle for the purpose of allowing for more 
comfortable operation of the device. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerald W. McClain whose telephone number is (571) 



Application/Control Number: 10/797,839 



Page 1 1 



Art Unit: 3653 

272- 7803. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick H. Mackey can be reached on (571) 272-6916. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 





Gerald W. McClain 

Examiner 

Art Unit 3653 



